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• I stopped at a number of churches along 

the way to visit with DREs and priests 

about the happenings in their parishes.  

• I meet with parish and school administra-

tors, catechists and teachers about the 

happenings of their schools and parishes. 

• I shared my personal faith testimony          

to adults in attendance at St. Joseph’s             

Catholic Keynote session. 

• I lit candles and prayed for my office               

ministries, your faith formation programs 

and those involved in the upcoming 

events. 

• I learned about “Altar De Muertos”-Altar 

of the Dead in Mexico as I visited the par-

ishes with many Spanish-speaking parish-

ioners.   

• I took in the beauty and diversity of God’s 

creations—seeing prairie and badlands - 

as I drove almost 500 miles in 36 hours. 

I am looking forward to doing this again soon! 

Where should I go next?  

Do you have a past event you would like to highlight or an upcoming event you would like to share? Email  all the information, 

photos, quotations and more to dhuck@bismarckdiocese.com  to be including in the upcoming issues of  Faithful Footsteps. 

Williston 

Ray 

Belfield 

Richardton At the invitation of Fr. Ben Wanner,           

I took a road trip through our diocese in 

early November!  The main event was 

the 3rd Annual Murder Mystery at         

St. Joseph’s Church in Williston but I had 

a lot of fun driving there and coming 

home. I was able to make many stops 

along the way! 



Walking Together in Faith  to these 
UPCOMING EVENTS  



When we think of Thanksgiving, most of us        

picture golden-brown turkeys, pumpkin pie, and 

family gatherings. But for Catholics, this holiday 

can be much more than a festive feast—it’s a  

perfect opportunity to reflect on gratitude, faith, 

and God’s blessings. 

The story of Thanksgiving in America often begins 

in 1621, when the Pilgrims in Plymouth, Massa-

chusetts, celebrated their first successful harvest. 

They shared a meal with the Wampanoag people, 

who had helped them survive the harsh winter. 

While the first feast wasn’t a formal holiday, it was 

a heartfelt celebration of community, survival, 

and thankfulness for God’s provision. 

Over the next two centuries, different colonies 

observed “days of thanksgiving” at various times. 

It wasn’t until 1863, during the Civil War, that 

President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanks-

giving a national holiday, calling for a day of 

“Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father 

who dwelleth in the Heavens.” 

In 1941, Congress officially set Thanksgiving on 

the fourth Thursday of November—a tradition 

we continue today. 

Interestingly, the first Thanksgiving meal probably 

didn’t include turkey and pumpkin pie. Instead, 

the Pilgrims likely ate deer, fish, corn, beans, and 

squash. The foods we now associate with  

Thanksgiving developed over time, but the heart 

of the holiday—gratitude—remains the same. 

At its core, Thanksgiving is about giving thanks. 

Catholics are called to gratitude every day:           

in prayers before meals, in the Rosary, and especially in the Eucharist, which literally means 

“thanksgiving.” The holiday is a chance to pause, reflect, and recognize God’s blessings—family, 

friends, health, faith, and even challenges that help us grow spiritually. 

Thanksgiving is also an invitation to live out generosity. Volunteering at a local shelter, donating to a 

food pantry, or simply offering a kind word to someone who’s lonely are all ways to share God’s love 

and make gratitude tangible. 

Thanksgiving Through a Catholic Lens 
From https://www.catholicworldmission.org/post/thanksgiving-through-a-catholic-lens 



LOOK WHO’S WALKIN’ 
Celebrating fun and educational events in our Diocese that are spreading the Love of Jesus! 

St. Josph’s in Dickinson plays “Where are they? Wednesday”          on 

their Facebook page! 

The first Wednesday of each month they post a photo! The goal is to 

identify where tiny Jesus and Mary are hanging out in the church, on the 

church grounds, what item they are pictured with, or place that is                    

associated with St. Joseph’s Church, then put your guess in the          

comments! If it is really hard, you might get a clue.  The first person to 

guess the location wins a prize!  


